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Ed Miller Bowlin,79, was an adored family man, a man of 
unsurpassed value to all areas of aviation, and a beloved 
member of the Heaven’s Landing Community.  Ed passed 
away with family by his side at his home in Griffin, Georgia  
on March 7, 2014 after an extended and courageous battle 
with illness. 
 
Ed is survived by his wife, Connie Bowlin, a son and 
daughter-in-law and their two children, a daughter and her 
son, a brother, extended family, and hundreds of friends he 
has mentored and touched over the years. 
 
Ed grew up in Memphis, TN and was captivated by aviation 
at a very early age.  Spending his summers on the family 
farm near a World War II Army Air Corp training base at 
Union City, TN, he watched the sky filled with airplanes.  “All 
I wanted to do was be a fighter pilot,” he stated in the Heaven’s Landing newsletter 
interview (November 2010).  “I must have seen Robert L. Scott’s “God Is My Co-Pilot” a 
dozen times.”  Ed pursued his dreams including serving his country proudly.  Taking his 
first flight at age 16, he joined the Tennessee Air National Guard while in high school 
(working as a cook).  It was a proud day in 1954, at the age of 19, when he began U.S. 
Air Force pilot training, graduating in class 56H.  He returned to Memphis to fly with the 
Tennessee Air National Guard for the next 16 years.  That same year, 1956, Ed joined 
Delta Airlines flying DC-3’s.  Ed had a celebrated career retiring as a 767 Captain after 34 
years of service in 1991. 
 
Ed and Connie met at Delta Airlines in 1972 and were married in 1974.  They started an 
aviation aircraft and consulting business and have owned over 250 types of planes and 
flown countless others.  Both Ed and Connie were jointly inducted into the Georgia Aviation 
Hall of Fame in 2009. Connie lovingly stated in 2010, how much she cherished Ed for 
guiding her on her own aviation journey.   
 
The Bowlin’s became an integral part of Heaven's Landing from the initial stages of the 
development.  From the moment they stepped on the grounds, they invested themselves 
whole-heartedly in our community.  Their friendships and contacts brought five “aviation 
greats” out to the airfield for the Heaven’s Landing’s Grand Opening Celebration in 2003.  
Their shared love of aviation history and extensive knowledge enhanced Heaven’s Landing 
events and community get-to-gethers year after year.   
 
Connie shared with us last week, “As we were dealing with Ed’s illness I knew that he was 
incredibly strong, but as I reflect back on the last couple of years, I realize that fact more 
and more.  His attitude was, ‘This is the hand we have been dealt,’ and ‘We can do this’.”   

~Continued page 2. 
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Ed has nurtured and strengthened our community 
with knowledge, integrity, and true friendship.  Ed 
will be deeply deeply missed. 
 
A private ceremony was held on March 7th for the 
immediate family and local friends in the Griffin, 
Georgia community.  A Celebration of Life is scheduled 
for mid-April for invited guests to honor Ed’s legacy.   
 
It was Ed’s wish that memorials be used to fund an 
aviation scholarship. If you wish to remember Ed with 
a gift that will allow an aspiring Aviator to realize their 
dreams, The “Ed Bowlin Memorial Aviation Scholarship 
Fund” has been established at United Bank, Griffin, GA, 
P.O. Box 628, Griffin, GA 30224. 

 

Ed Bowlin—continued 

Photos left to right from top: Connie and Ed at 
Heaven’s Landing; P-51’s Jim Hagedorn’s “Old 
Crow” and Jack Roush’s “Gentleman Jim” flown 
by Ed and Connie; Ed and Connie at GAHF 
induction ceremony; Ed, “Bud” Anderson, Connie, 
and David Hartman; Hog hutting with friend “Tex” 
Hill; and the iconic photo of true aviation joy and 
love, Connie greats Ed after flying “Old Crow” and 
“Gentleman Jim”, respectively.  

Ed Bowlin will be missed immensely by the members of the Heaven’s Landing family.  He’s 
not the kind of guy that one can easily forget.  Legendary in aviation circles, but especially 
within the war bird community, he is a veritable household name at EAA’s Air Venture and 
Sun-N-Fun.  Yet, Ed was one of the most humble individuals that I have ever met.  He 
loved his wife Connie with all of his heart, and he wasn’t too proud to let anyone know it.  
‘Steady Eddie’ as I affectionately called him, always seemed to have a smile on his face 
and encouraging words for everyone around him.  Heaven’s Landing would not be what it is 
today without his influence, and it definitely will not be the same around here without him.  It 
has been both an honor and great privilege to have known him, and especially to have had 
him as a true friend.  I believe that we all have a new angel, and his name is ‘Steady Eddie’.         

 

Connie retires from Delta.  Ed joined 
Connie to celebrate her final flight as a 

Delta 767 Captain. 

 

Steady Eddie—By Mike Ciochetti 

 

 

 

http://www.EdBowlinScholarship.com
http://www.EdBowlinScholarship.com
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Sun ‘n Fun— Just Got A Lot More FUN! 

Enter to win a 20% discount on the purchase of any lot and/or hangar at Heaven’s Landing!! 
All entries will receive a 20% discount on a one-time fuel purchase when combined  

with a scheduled tour of Heaven’s Landing. 
 

Attend Sun ‘n Fun 2014.  Visit the Heaven’s Landing Exhibit D 83/84.  Complete the entry form.  Listen daily 
to see if you are a winner!  It is that easy.  If you have been dreaming of owning property in Heaven’s Landing 
now is the time to act and enter!! 
 
One lucky winner will be selected each day.  Your form will stay in the hopper everyday until the end of the 
show, so enter early.  The daily selected 20% discount winner will be announced on Sun ‘n Fun Radio, 
15 minutes prior to the afternoon air show.  You do not need to be present to win, but you do need to be 
present to fill out and turn in your form!  Note, all valid entries will receive the fuel discount. Good luck!! 
 

You can fill out a form at the booth or print this one to turn in upon arrival. 
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This summer Heaven’s Landing will host a fly-in of wondrous adventure, open to AirCam owners and the 
general public.  Join us, June 19-21, 2014 for the First Annual AirCam Fly-In at the Heaven’s Landing Airfield.   
 
What exactly is this marvelous homebuilt twin-engine experimental kit plane by Lockwood Aircraft 
Corporation we’ve been talking about all these months?  It is all about “low and slow exploration” touts 
developer Phil Lockwood.  AirCam comes standard with two, 4-stroke, Rotax 912 engines.  Pilots love the 
redundant systems and the amazing fuel economy.  “You can fly 55 mph (just off idle) and burn only 3.5 gph 
with both engines running,” states Phil in the AirCam promotional video.  The open cockpit design seats two 
in tandem and offers unprecedented views, and Heaven’s Landing is the perfect location for such a flight!  
The AirCam prototype was originally designed to do aerial photography in remote regions of Africa.  Over the 
years, AirCam has been used in several award winning National Geographic shoots.   

 
Checkout the Lockwood website on how to own one of your own!  Plan your visit to 
Heaven’s Landing and fall in love with this gentle elegant aircraft and our amazing 
community all in one visit!  You will see for yourself the “AirCam smile” develop 
across the faces of all those who experience its performance.    
 
Make your reservations early.  Visit our website for a listing of accommodations and 
activities.  Fun and fellowship will fill the days and nights of mid-June!  
  
Quick Specs: 
HP   200 (total) 
Useful Load  600 lbs 
Stall Speed  39 mph 
Top Speed (vne) 110 mph 
Rate of Climb  1500 fpm 
Fuel Capacity  28 gal 
Landing Roll  300 feet 
Takeoff Roll  less than 200 feet 
Amazingly fun and easy to fly! 

Experience AirCam—AirCam and Heaven’s Landing the Perfect Combination 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter on the Red Carpet at the 86th Academy Awards! 

Heaven’s Landing’s dear friend and world famous photographer Peter 
McIntosh has “been there, done that.”  This is especially true after 
Peter was invited and attended the 2014 Academy Awards at the Dolby 
Theater in Hollywood, California on March 2nd.   
 

Joining 3,300 invited guests including “Jennifer”, “Jared”, “Brad and 
Angelina”, and “Liza,” (you have to drop a few names), Peter and his 
guest, long-time friend, Janet Chapman, found themselves immersed in 
an evening of extravagance.  “The after party was like none other,” Peter 
explains. “For 1,500 attendees there were 500 servers, and we were 
surrounded by delicacies prepared by 23 renowned chefs like Wolfgang Puck.”   
“Cocktails never ran dry, and the walls of the ballroom were adorned floor to 
ceiling with fresh floral arrangements.  It was true magnificence,” he adds.  
 

So, how does one get invited to the Oscars?  First know, when not out 
photographing our fair mountains, Peter is a writer for Turner Classic 
Movies.  “Robert Osborne, host of Turner Classic Movies and Academy 
historian, put me in touch with a woman at the Academy,” Peter explains. 
“Over the years, she’s sent me Oscar posters for my annual Oscar Party.  
As a thank you, I’ve always sent one of my matted photo prints to her.  
This year, I received an email asking if I could find my way to Hollywood 
to attend the 86th Annual Oscars!”  Peter explains that he had to reread 
his email several times and waited for the punch line.  What he ultimately 
received was a glorious invitation for the Awards Ceremony and the exclusive 
Governor's Ball.  Way to Go, Peter!  Next year, can you get us all tickets!?! 

 

Photos Left: Hollywood the night before the Oscars; Ellen’s famous Selfie in the making; Peter and Janet; 

Wolfgang Puck at work.  Right:  Johnnie Walker Table!; Oscar Salmon & Caviar; Dashing Peter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aircam.com/gallery/videos
http://www.aircam.com/order
http://heavenslanding.com/
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Flying into Heaven’s Landing, seeing the airfield each and every time 
brings pilots and their companions great joy, and it is all made possible 
on a daily basis by one man who has served this community for 11 
years.  Gerald Silvious is Heaven’s Landing’s Grounds and Maintenance 
Manager by title, but the list of what he can do and does is extensive.  
Gerald is a realtor, electrician, and air conditioning/refrigeration specialist 
just to name just a few of his varied skills.  He is also certified in soil and 
water erosion control, aviation fuel analysis, and in blasting with dynamite.   
 
Simply put, Gerald is the man around the development that gets things 
done.  When Mike and Holly travel to shows, Gerald is showing property 
and representing the very best of Heaven’s Landing to visitors.  He 
monitors, supervises, and does all the state reporting—all the behind the 
scenes activities that allow the development to grow and prosper.  “We 
couldn’t do it without him,” Mike comments, “but that has been the case 
for me personally for decades.” 
 
Gerald came to Heaven’s Landing, at Mike’s request in 2003, when he 
decided to move away from his life in Charlotte, NC.  “The airfield was just 
coming together,” Gerald recalls.  “The runway was in place but the roads 
were gravel and just 9’ wide.  The first task was hopping on a grader and 
widening and compacting the roads.”  Gerald also wired all the hangar complexes and did the 
electrical for the wells.  On a daily basis, Gerald supervises the grounds crew and oversees all 
contractors for the Heaven’s Landing infrastructure.  If there is something that needs to be fixed, 
cleared, or maintained, he is on top of it.   
 
Gerald and Mike met as next door neighbors back in 1966 in Hialeah, Florida.  “We met when 
we were about 6 and 7,” Mike states “we stayed out of trouble together.”  Of the two friends, 
Gerald is the one that first got into car racing.  He got a job helping out on Joe Winchell’s crew, 
built a car in his teens, and eventually moved to Charlotte, NC to pursue his career.  So in a 
way, Mike’s racing career was fostered by Gerald’s passion.  “He was my spotter while I was 
racing,” notes Mike, “an invaluable position.  He was my eyes on the track and literally told me 
what to do to avoid disaster.” 

 
Gerald has two grown children, Kevin, who lives in Charlotte, and Katie 
who lives locally.  In his free time, Gerald is likely to be seen with his 
4 year-old granddaughter, Shaylee.   
 
“Our families have been lucky to have one another over the years,” 
Mike adds.  “Gerald is a great friend who keeps me young, as he is 
perpetually 29 years old.  Anytime you ask him his birthday, he will know 
the year that makes him 29!” 

Getting to Know Gerald 

 

 

At left, Gerald takes care of all things including the 
grill at a Heaven’s Landing Fly-In.  Gerald and 
Shaylee have a great time at the 2013 Heaven’s 
Landing Christmas party. 

 

 

 

 



for-ti-fy:  to make strong, impart strength and vigor; 

to strengthen mentally or morally 

Over the years, downtown Clayton has grown into a wonderful gathering place for friends 
and families.  The county as a whole seems to be a secret nook for top chefs to settle, not 
retire, but to embrace their roots of providing really fantastic cuisine for all customers, many 

of whom they form a relationship with over time. 

Fortify Kitchen & Bar opens April 2, on Main Street, Clayton.  A joint partnership 
with celebrated Chef Jamie Allred, named Best Chef America 2013 and 2014, 
and restaurateur and house manager, Jack Nolan, Fortify promises to be a 

frequent dining destination.   

Jamie and Jack have already made a reputation for themselves in the 
community for fine dining coupled with their dedication to “simple elegance” 
and consistent high quality service. “When I met Jamie and saw what kind of 
passion and talent he had, it just made sense and was a perfect fit for us to go 
into business together,” Jack told us. “Good food and drinks make people 
happy.  I feel blessed to have a hand in that.”  At Fortify, Jamie will continue the 
farm to table emphasis in every dish.  Jamie’s outstanding relationships with 
local organic farms allows him to cook with the freshest most savory ingredients 

and promote sustainable food sources.   

One look at Fortify’s menus (oh, and the photos!) will have your making your reservations:

   Sunday Brunch Lunch  Dinner 

 Hours: Tuesday—Saturday 11 am until 10 pm        Location:  69 N. Main Street 

  Sunday Brunch 11 am until 3 pm     Clayton, Ga 

  Monday Closed  
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Fortify—Your Next Dining Experience 

 

 

 

 
 

Fortify—Soft Opening Party by Peter McIntosh 

Owners Jamie Allred and Jack Nolan hosted a "Family and Friends" night at their new eatery on Main 
Street in Clayton, Fortify Kitchen & Bar. When the doors opened for this much anticipated event, the 
restaurant wasn't fully dressed out, the artwork for the walls was yet to be hung, and a few other finishing 
touches were still on the list; but, the lights were sparkling and the place was totally inviting as we entered 
and were greeted by the friendly and attractive staff.  
  
Seating was scheduled at intervals over a two-hour period so as to not overwhelm the kitchen staff; and 
for an introductory run, the folks at Fortify hit it out of the park. The guests were offered a limited menu 
that included a starter of crab bisque, a signature salad, or fried green tomatoes topped with shrimp. We 
were then offered a choice of three entrees including grilled pork tenderloin, cornmeal crusted rainbow 
trout, or filet mignon.  Finally dessert, the perfect finishing touch, was an orange-infused pound cake, 
topped with sliced strawberries.  
  
I ordered the pork which was prepared perfectly, moist and flavorful, and served with a two potato-leek 
gratin and a black eyed pea salsa. Wow!  Fortify has a great relationship with local farmers, so you are 
guaranteed a "taste of the mountains" in every bite.  Our table shared and sampled a little of everything.  
As I scanned the room, it was full of smiling faces and empty plates.  
  
This evening, Fortify served beer and wine, but rest assured there will be a full bar at their opening.  
Their extensive collection will feature a carefully considered selection of fine single malt scotches and 
small batch bourbons, as well as a variety of signature cocktails that is sure to please any palate.  
  
With gifted chef Jamie Allred and manager extraordinaire Jack Nolan at the helm, I can say with 
confidence that we have a new culinary landmark in the north Georgia mountains. 

 

http://www.fortifyclayton.com/
http://www.chefjamieallred.com/
http://bestchefsamerica.com/
http://nebula.wsimg.com/0a0fbafa4f77c969bb1d93775c3ad809?AccessKeyId=133D6D013AB724374C04&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/ada9cf616a4d628156f037617364df8d?AccessKeyId=133D6D013AB724374C04&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/87cc0cc198079e64ae74efd47af24489?AccessKeyId=133D6D013AB724374C04&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
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Events ~ Spring is Bursting with Activity!  

Foxfire Living History Days ~ April  5– 12  

See the days of pioneer Appalachia brought to life by local families and other friends as the Foxfire 
Museum & Heritage Center hosts Living History Day 2014. Adults and children will be dressed in 1800s 
period clothing, showcasing almost every facet of mountain life from 200 years ago.  (explorerabun.com) 
 

Warrior Dash ~ April 12 
Be prepared to get muddy, climb, crawl, & swim through obstacles, and have more 
fun than you can stand. (warriordash.com). Blue Ridge Camp in Mountain City, 
Georgia (Rabun County) is thrilled to host the Warrior Dash once again.  Go 
to http://warriordash.com/location/2014-warrior-dash-georgia/ to register now.  
(explorerabun.com) 

Rabun Gap Nacoochee School Cirque Fiaba De Grimm ~ April 24-26 
Delight in the 13th Rabun Gap circus arts production of Cirque Fiaba De Grimm 
held at the Readen Theater on the Rabun Gap Campus, April 24-26.  Shows are 
at 7:30 each evening with a 2:30 matinee on Saturday.  Pre-show begins one 
hour before curtain. This student production inspired by Grimm’s Fairy Tales will 
leave you speechless.  Shows typically sellout very fast.  Tickets are now on sale 
at www.rabungap.org/cirque.  Don’t forget to buy Cirque Fiaba De Grimm 
Merchandise while supplies last!  All proceeds support this program.  
 

Celebrate Clayton ~ April 26—27 
Celebrate Clayton is a two day downtown Arts, Music, Crafts and Gardening festival for all ages.  
Enjoy mouthwatering food and a super kid's program.  Celebrate Clayton 5K—Join in this great race 
on Saturday morning at 9 am on Ramey Blvd, Clayton.  The race is sponsored by the Junior Women’s 
Club (PEARLS).  Proceeds go to local scholarships. 
 

Runway Run-A-Way ~ May 18 
Join us at the Heaven’s Landing Airfield on Sunday, May 18 for Anchor International’s Runway 
Run-A-Way Walk-A-Thon.  Proceeds of the event benefit this local service club to further their mission 
statement, “Do More, Be More, Care More.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heaven’s Landing Easter Party ~  

Thank you to all who have RSVP’s for our Annual Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt!!   
 
We are looking forward to a great celebration on Saturday, April 19 at 10 am at the 
Heaven’s Landing Clubhouse.  We have a fantastic menu in store:   
 

Shrimp & Grits, Eggs Benedict with Asparagus,  
Citrus Spinach Salad with Fresh Goat Cheese,  

A Build your own Yogurt Parfait Bar with Fresh Fruit,  
and Carrot Cake! 

 
It isn’t too late to RSVP, but make your reservation today with Holly at 706.982.5245. 

    Bring your family, friends, appetite, and Easter basket!! 
 

 

http://explorerabun.com/
http://warriordash.com/
http://warriordash.com/location/2014-warrior-dash-georgia/
http://explorerabun.com/event/warrior-dash-2014/
http://www.rabungap.org/page.cfm?p=1034
http://www.pearlsjwc.org/
http://anchorinternational.org/
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Quick Links 

 Weather Link.  Stay up to date on the Clayton, GA weather conditions and forecast from 
NOAA.     

 Heaven’s Landing Facebook Page: “Heaven’s Landing Residential Airpark.”   

 Marina and Boating Information: Anchorage Boat Rentals at 706-212-0534 or LaPrades 
Marina at 706-947-0010.  

 Local Events and Information: Rabun County Chamber of Commerce and Rabun County 
Visitors Bureau. 

 Facebook “Likes” - Exploring the back woods: Waterfall of Western North Carolina, Waterfall 
and Back Roads of North Georgia, and The Wayward Traveler. 

AV GAS $5.95/ gal* 

JET A  $5.30/gal* 

*Prices Subject to Change. 

Airfield Fuel Prices 

Self Serve Pumps 

Prices as of April 1, 2014 

 

 

Heaven’s Landing Concierge Services 
Heaven’s Landing Concierge Services is on call for our 
truly unique and mobile owners.  The Heaven’s Landing 
staff is pleased to provide clients with a vast array of services.   
  
Please call the office at 706-212-0017 for pricing information 
and other consultations.  Please note that due to offering 
a vast array of services to our owners, all requests for 
assistance will be billed at a pre-arranged fee. 

  
Some of our commonly requested services include the following: 
 Interior Cleaning     Receiving Packages   
 Holding Postal Mail    Scheduling Party Staff 
 Receiving Service Personnel    Scheduling Maintenance Services
 Receiving Furniture and Appliances  Landscaping  
 Lot and Yard Maintenance   Tree Removal  
 Shopping     Window Washing   
 Pressure Washing    Gutter Cleaning   
 Alarm/Security Checks    Transportation Needs    

  

 

 

 

Building Resources 

 The Engineer/Designer—Ken Risley; Specializing in Hanger Homes.  Enjoy his blog on 
Heaven’s Landing. 

 Montana Log Homes— One of the nation’s best know and premier hand-crafted log home 
manufactures.  Builder of Tom and Jan Nasser’s fantastic Heaven’s Landing home. 

 Pioneer Log Homes— Enjoy a fun new series, Timber Kings, that premiered March 8 on The 
Discovery Channel featuring Pioneer Log Homes, out of British Columbia, Canada in action.  
Saturday’s at 10 pm (E/T). 

http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?CityName=Clayton&state=GA&site=GSP&textField1=34.8774&textField2=-83.4009#.UxN2jzGYaM8
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Heavens-Landing-Residential-Airpark/228196703901867
http://lakeburtonboatrental.com/
http://www.lapradesmarina.com/services/boat-rentals/
http://www.lapradesmarina.com/services/boat-rentals/
http://www.gamountains.com/
http://explorerabun.com/
http://explorerabun.com/
https://www.facebook.com/waterfalls.wnc?ref=profile
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCarolinawaterfalls
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCarolinawaterfalls
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCarolinawaterfalls
http://www.engineerdesigner.com/
http://www.engineerdesigner.com/2014/02/15/heavens-landing/
http://www.montanaloghomes.com/
http://www.pioneerloghomesofbc.com/
http://www.discovery.com/tv-shows/timber-kings


1271 Little Creek Road 
Clayton, GA 30525 

 

  

E-MAIL: 

sales@heavenslanding.com 

 PHONE: 

(706) 212-0017 

FAX: 

(706) 212-0000 


